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2021 Lessons for Republicans
The 2021 elections are filled with key lessons for Republicans.
These lessons hold the potential for amazing election cycles in 2022,
2024, and beyond.
By Newt Gingrich
The 2021 elections are filled with key lessons for Republicans.
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Vice President Kamala Harris had already warned in a Virginia visit late in
the campaign that “what happens in Virginia will in large part determine
what happens in 2022, 2024 and on.”
If Republicans learn the lessons of 2021 – and apply them to 2022 and
2024 – they can prove Harris was truly prophetic.
It is already clear that the Democrats’ power structure in Washington
has learned nothing. In 2009, after losing Virginia and New Jersey, then
-Speaker Nancy Pelosi pushed through Obamacare four days later.
Remember, she said cheerfully “Congress [has] to pass the bill so you
can find out what’s in it.”
On Tuesday, Democrats lost Virginia, almost lost New Jersey, and lost
hundreds of state and local races across the country. Now, Pelosi is once
again trying to ram through two massively expensive, controversial
bills – one of which is literally incomplete and without official scoring
by the Congressional Budget Office.
As was said of the Bourbon kings before the French Revolution, “They
have learned nothing, and they have forgotten nothing.”
Pelosi’s 2009 stubbornness was repaid by the American people when they
elected an additional 64 Republicans to the House in 2010. Now it is time
for the Republicans to remember a lot and learn a lot.
See GINGRICH, Page 6
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Vice Chairman’s
Chairman s
Message

Florida AG Ashley Moody to
headline Reagan Day Dinner
Date, place changed to allow for her appearance

Make America Florida
We are just one year out from the most important
election of our lifetime. Republican action has been
working and the Democrats are taking notice.
Voter registration efforts over the last year are
working. The State of Florida and Pinellas County
are on the verge of flipping red. With Florida
gaining an extra U.S. House seat, Republicans
look to expanding their lead in that Chamber’s
Florida delegation and also to retaking the U.S.
House of Representatives. With every Florida
legislative seat on the ballot next year, the GOP
looks to expand its lead in both chambers. With
the nation’s best governor, Ron DeSantis, at the
top of the ticket the prospects are sky high!
It is no surprise the Republican revolution in
Florida is more than a quarter-century old and
that Governor Ron DeSantis has taken the role as
our leader. Florida has been leading the way
since the pandemic by balancing individual liberty
with public health better than any other state in
the Union. Florida has been leading the way in
conservative policy for years, including recent
milestones such as the transgender ban in women’s
sports, the anti-rioting law and the expansion of
school choice, among many others. These facts
have Democrats worried. The Free State of Florida
is leading on all fronts. With the 2022 elections,
we will show the nation that we are no longer a
swing state; we are a red state. Liberal donors from
states like California, Illinois and New York will
no longer waste their money on Florida elections.
It is fitting that our new state motto has become
“Don’t tread on Florida”.
What is the Pinellas GOP doing to help the red
wave on a local level? Its leaders are recruiting
poll workers, poll watchers, canvassers and the like
to get the job done on the ground. Rich Perfidio and
I will begin trainings after the new year. Interested
in joining our efforts as
being a poll worker, poll
watcher, canvasser or the
like? Please send your
contact information to
info@pinellasrepublicans.
com or call 727-539-6009.

—Adam Ross
PCREC Vice Chair

Pinellas GOP is proud and
excited to announce the
guest speaker at this
year’s “Blue Jeans and
Blazers” Reagan Day
Dinner will be Florida’s
Attorney General, Ashley
Moody. To accommodate
the AG’s schedule, the
event is now planed for
Wednesday, January 5,
2022, 6 to 9 pm, at The
Club at Treasure Island,
400 Treasure Island
Causeway, Treasure
Island, FL 33706. Event
sponsorships and tickets
are available by calling
the Pinellas GOP Office at
727-536-5902.
Attorney General Ashley
Moody, a fifth generation
Floridian, was born and
raised in Plant City. She
attended the University of
Florida where she earned
bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in accounting
and a law degree. She
later attended Stetson
University College of Law
earning a Masters of Law
in International Law.
Moody began her legal
career with the law firm of
Holland & Knight where
she practiced commercial
litigation. She subsequently
joined the U.S. Attorney’s
Office prosecuting drug,
firearm and fraud offenses.
In 2006, at the age of
31, Moody became the
youngest judge in Florida
when she was elected
Circuit Court Judge of
the 13th Judicial Circuit
in Hillsborough County.
She has also served as
an adjunct professor at
Stetson University College
of Law and on the judicial
faculty for Florida’s New
Judges College, Advanced

Ashley Moody

Judicial Studies, and the
Circuit Judges Conference.
Moody was recognized in
2015 by the National Legal
Services Corporation for her
significant contributions
to pro bono legal service
and was awarded the
Florida Supreme Court’s
Distinguished Judicial
Service Award.
On January 8, 2019,
Moody became Florida’s
38th Attorney General.
Since taking office, she
has been recognized as a
leader having served as
a commissioner on the
Presidential Commission
on Law Enforcement and
the Administration of
Justice, as Chair of Florida’s
Statewide Task Force on
Opioid Abuse. She also
continues to serve as
Chair of Florida’s
Statewide Council on
Human Trafficking.
Moody and her husband,
Justin, a federal law
enforcement agent, have
two sons, Brandon and
Connor.
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BELLEAIR WOMEN’S REPUBLICAN CLUB
(1st Friday of the Month)
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 5__11:30 AM
Guest Speaker: Sunrise Leadership Republican Club President Skylar Alexander
Location: Belleair Country Club, 1 Country Club Lane, Belleair 33756
Contact: President Deb Walker
(727) 422-5291 bwrcboard@gmail.com www.BelleairWomensRepublicanClub.com
CENTRAL PINELLAS REPUBLICAN CLUB

(2nd Thursday of the Month*)

FRIDAY

NOVEMBER 12__Noon

(* Note date change)

Guest Speaker: Conservative Leader and Financial Advisor Evan Eastman
Location: Seminole Rec Center, 9100 113th DSTreet N., Seminole 33772
Contact: President Barbara Stephens (727) 397-3449 BLStephens35@gmail.com
HISPANIC REPUBLICAN OUTREACH
(Tuesdays by Appointment Only)
Location: 4707 140th Avenue North, Suite 208, Clearwater, FL 33762
Contact: Chely Hernandez-Miller
(727) 434-4008
cmilr@aol.com

NOVEMBER 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30
www.PinellasRepublicans.com

NORTH PINELLAS REPUBLICAN CLUB
(3rd Thursday of the Month)
THURSDAY
Guest Speaker: State Attorney Bruce Bartlerr
Location: Leo’s Italian Grill, 33286 US 19 N, Palm Harbor 34684
Contact: Ron Walker
(727) 639-1511
ronwalker209@gmail.com

NOVEMBER 18__6 PM

PINELLAS COUNTY REPUBLICAN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
(2nd Monday of the Month)
Program: No meeting
Location: Feather Sound Country Club, 2201 Feather Sound Drive, Clearwater 33762
Contact: (727) 539-6009
info@PinellasRepublicans.com
www.PinellasRepublicans.com
PINELLAS COUNTY YOUNG REPUBLICANS
(2nd Tuesday of the Month)
TUESDAY
Guest Speaker: TBA
Location: St. Petersburg Yacht Club, 11 Central Avenue, St. Petersburg 33701
Contact: Justin Hoover
(863)-634-3968
president@pinellasyrs.com

NO MEETING

NOVEMBER 9__6 PM

PINELLAS FEDERATED REPUBLICAN WOMEN
(2nd Thursday of the Month) THURSDAY NOVEMBER 11__6:30 PM
Guest Speaker: Florida Federation of Republican Women Vice President Yvette Benarroch
Location: 1530 N. McMullen Booth Road Unit D-12, Clearwater 33759
Contact: Julie Vayne
(727) 501-3078
jrvayne@gmail.com
PINELLAS SUNCOAST BLACK REPUBLICAN CLUB

(4th Thursday of the Month*)

THURSDAY

NOVEMBER 18__6 PM

(* Note date change)

Program: Dr. Willie Montague, candidate for US Congress, District 10
Location: The Hangar Restaurant, 540 1st Street S., St. Petersburg 33701
Contact: President Gregory Porter (727) 291-3235
gregoryporter91@gmail.com
REPUBLICAN CLUB OF GREATER LARGO
(3rd Monday of the Month)
MONDAY NOVEMBER 15__6 PM
Guest Speakers: Defend the Police Night
Location: Alfano’s Restaurant, 1702 Clearwater Largo Road, Clearwater, FL 33756
Contact: Jim Frishe (727) 480-5901 RSVP Jan Cox 727-515-0163
www.largorepublicanclub.com
RONALD REAGAN REPUBLICAN CLUB OF TOP OF THE WORLD (2nd Tuesday of the Month)
TUESDAY
Guest Speaker: TBA
Location: WEST Activity Center, Top of the World
Contact: Edwina Schick
(678) 414-5300
edwinahere@yahoo.com
ST. PETERSBURG REPUBLICAN CLUB

(2nd Wednesday of the Month*)

FRIDAY

NOVEMBER 9__7 PM

NOVEMBER 19__7 PM

(* Note date change)

Guest Speakers: Congressman Byron Donalds
Location: St. Petersburg Community Church, 4501 30th Avenue N., St. Petersburg 33710
Contact: Barb Haselden
(727) 709-7039
bhaselde@tampabay.rr.com
SUNRISE LEADERSHIP REPUBLICAN CLUB
(4th Tuesday of the Month)
Guest Speaker: No meeting
Location: Perkins Restaurant, 2626 Gulf to Bay Blvd., Clearwater, FL 33759
Contact: Skylar Alexander
(419) 852-6389 skylar.alexander@jeffborham.com

NO MEETING

TAMPA BAY TRUMP REPUBLICAN CLUB
(3rd Tuesday Every Other Month)
Program: No Meeting
Location: Mugs Sports Bar & Grill, 13563 Icot Blvd., Clearwater 33760
Contact: President James Stratton
(727) 410-6758
tampabaytrumpclub@gmail.com

NO MEETING

PFRW focuses on Critical Race Theory
In October, Pinellas Federated
Republican Women hosted a
luncheon and educational
forum on Critical Race Theory
and School Choice at Dunedin
Golf Club. More than 150 local
and statewide concerned
citizens attended the event,
which was titled “CRT Woke
or Awake? Taking Back Our
Schools”.

Children spoke about the
opportunity provided to her
by a school choice scholarship,
which made it possible for
her to leave a school that
had failed generations of her
own family in downtown
Jacksonville and become the
first to graduate. Denisha
called this ideology of looking
first at the color of skin in
teaching pedagogy as the
Stephanie Meyer, local teacher very definition of racism.
and candidate for Pinellas
School Board, spoke on the
Nick Adams, author and
Marxist roots of CRT and the Founder of the Foundation
current state of the “Equity” for Liberty and American
department in Pinellas Schools. Greatness, placed CRT in the
She showed the training
framework of the leftist agenda
resources developed for
which is toxic to American
getting this Marxist ideology family values and the country’s
of equity into how teachers
culture and traditions. He
are to determine grades.
reminded attendees this fight
is not insurmountable and that
Founder of Black Minds Matter CRT opponents are backed
Denisha Meriweather from
up by the U.S. Constitution
The American Federation for and Bill of Rights.

Speakers at the PFRW luncheon, from right, Denisha
Meriweather, Nick Adams and Stephanie Meyer confer.

Florida FRW
President Deb
Tamargo. Left,
congratulates
PFRW President
Julie Vayne on a
successful event.

GOP of Pinellas Meeting: October 25, 2021
Joseph Bailey

Joshua Merrick

Holly Noah

District 69 — Precinct 306

District 66 — Precinct 339

District 68 — Precinct 142

Evan Eastman

Eileen Posch

District 68— Precinct 602

District 65 — Precinct 701

Mary Jane Lofton

Barbara Willingham

District 67 — Precinct 523

District 66 — Precinct 266

GINGRICH, cont. from Front Page

Republicans can begin by learning Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher’s rule that first you must win the
argument, then you win the vote. Nothing better describes what happened across America in 2021.
I believe an immediate, consistent, and effective Republican application of the lessons of 2021 could lead to a
40- to 70-seat gain in the House; at least a four-seat gain in the Senate; and gains in governorships, state
legislatures, and local offices including school boards next year.
Here are some of the key lessons for building an enduring, governing, American majority:
Run everywhere
Ed Durr in New Jersey defeated the state senate president, who had survived the most expensive legislative
race in history four years earlier ($19 million for both sides combined). The latest campaign filing reports
show Durr spent $2,300 – $60 went to Dunkin Donuts for coffee and doughnuts for volunteers and $93 went
to pay for printing handouts.
Republican Ann Davison won the city attorney’s race in Seattle. John Lujan won a 73 percent Latino state
legislative special election in San Antonio. No one expected these Republican victories. In 1994, we ran
candidates in 432 of 435 districts. That is the model for 2022: Run at every level – Congress, governorships,
state legislatures, county commissions, city councils, school boards, etc. Don’t target. Recruit.
Focus on real life
For most Americans, real life and real problems dwarf Washington trivia or ideology. Terry McAuliffe
emphasized Jan. 6, Donald Trump, and incendiary rhetoric (suggesting concern over Critical Race Theory is a
dog whistle for racism). Glenn Youngkin focused on parents, educational excellence for students, stopping
crime, growing jobs, cutting taxes, and other issues which relate to real life. The Big Government Socialist
mistake of thinking government and politics are the center of life continues.
The Democrats are presiding over inflation, higher gasoline prices, rising utility bills, soaring food prices,
pervasive logistics shortages, schools that don’t teach, the collapse of border control, dangerous cities, and a
host of real life problems. Yet, they keep chanting that passing bloated leftwing legislation will fix everything.
It just further proves their alienation from regular Americans. Republicans should ignore media efforts to drag
them into phony issues and stick to the things their constituents tell them matter. This is what worked in
Virginia, New Jersey, and across the country.
The 30/70 Imperative
Republicans must spend no more than 30 percent of their time discrediting and repudiating Big Government
Socialism. At least 70 percent of their time must be spent advocating positive solutions – in terms people
understand – that will improve Americans’ lives and their family’s lives.
I wrote my new book, Beyond Biden: Rebuilding the America We Love, to develop the kind of positive
solutions and language that Americans need to make a better future. At the American Majority Project, we are
working seven-days-a-week to develop the language to explain both the positive solutions and to define more
clearly Big Government Socialism and the radical effort to change America into a different, worse-off country. In
school board races across the country this approach worked. With the Youngkin campaign, the courage
and discipline to keep taking on the left’s cultural attack on America worked. The traditional Republican
establishment avoidance of cultural issues would have failed in 2021.
See GINGRICH, Page 7
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Be not afraid
Do not be afraid of the left’s hatred, smears, and vitriol. This includes hit pieces and attacks from media. When they
yell “racist” refer to Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s assertion that we should be judged by the content of our
character, not the color of our skin. Americans agree with the focus on character rather than race by 91 percent to 6
percent. This is why McAuliffe’s last-minute statement that Virginia has too many white teachers hurt him so
badly. McAuliffe’s notion was pure racism and utter nonsense. Virginia needs good teachers of all backgrounds. We should focus on effective teaching – not skin color.
But courage will be needed beyond enduring left-wing attacks. Courage is important when you take on any
power structure – whether in the opposition party, the establishment of your own party, or in powerful interest
groups. It will take great courage to effectively reform the Department of Defense, the health care system, and
other traditional power centers in Washington.
They are still wrong about Donald Trump
President Trump was a huge asset in the areas of his strength and not much of a liability in Democrat-favored
areas. In Virginia and New Jersey, Democrats’ efforts to polarize against Trump simply failed. By contrast,
President Joe Biden was a drag and depressed Democrat enthusiasm everywhere. In fact, I expect Biden’s
profound failures heavily motivated independents and swing voters to vote against Democrats
It is worth rereading President Trump’s best speeches – particularly his State of the Union Addresses. They
focused on America, American history, patriotism, work ethic, and big goals. The 2021 election was fought in
large part over issues from which the traditional Republican establishment and its paid consultants and
pollsters would have hidden. However, the massive enthusiasm Trump had aroused against the left’s assault
on America continued into 2021. As I wrote in Beyond Biden, the left has collectively pretended the 2020
election was a landslide victory. It wasn’t. Still, Democrats grew more arrogant, aggressive and willing to
impose their will on Americans. Americans rejected them.
Work for everyone
All Americans are open to appeals on solutions, policies, and values. The willingness of more and more African
Americans, Latinos, Asian Americans, and Native Americans to vote Republican is a huge opportunity for the
GOP – and a nightmare for Democrats. When the first African American elected lieutenant governor (and first
woman elected to statewide office) in Virginia is a Republican, the world is changing. When the first Latino
elected attorney general in Virginia is a Republican, the world is changing. Every Republican should
campaign in every neighborhood and work with every community to accelerate the the scale of change that is
underway.
Americans everywhere fill up their gas tanks, buy groceries, pay their utility bills, and worry about getting
Christmas gifts for their families. Americans everywhere want their children to have good educations, live in
safe neighborhoods, and get good jobs. Every Republican candidate should appeal to every person in their
districts or states. This is how we bind together the American majority and make a better, brighter future for
all Americans.
These lessons hold the potential for amazing election cycles in 2022, 2024, and beyond. It is up to us to learn
and apply them.

PCREC

RYAN BECKER:
RPOF Field Director
Ryan Becker is the Regional Field Director
of Pinellas County for the Republican Party
of Florida (RPOF). He is an experienced
political operative who specializes in grassroots
engagement and "Get Out the Vote" efforts.
Ryan's job is to work with local party officials, members, volunteers and
Pinellas County stakeholders to assist in closing the voter registration gap
across the county, to establish volunteer teams to run an effective ground
campaign for Republican nominees in the 2022 mid-term election and
to aid coalition groups in their growth and activism.
Ryan is currently chairman of USF College Republicans and previously
served as its Board's Executive Director. During his tenure, Ryan and
the Board successfully expanded the club's membership, despite strict
regulation from university administrators during Covid-19 lockdowns. In
2020 Ryan also worked for RPOF as a Field Organizer, overseeing the
south half of Hillsborough County. It was during this campaign that Ryan and
his team held the line against a major out-of-state demographic shift and
maintained a net zero balance of Republicans and Democrats in the
county. His team was able to accomplish such a feat by leading the
entire the state field staff in the number of doors knocked during the
election cycle. Post-election, Ryan was sent to Georgia to aid the Victory
Team with ballot curing and remained briefly in the state to offer his
services on the Senate runoff elections.

Todd Jennings, Chairman
Chairman@PinellasRepublicans.com
Adam Ross, Vice Chairman
ViceChairman@PinellasRepublicans.com
Katy Kelly, Secretary
Secretary@PinellasRepublicans.com
Jamie Jodoin, Treasurer
Treasurer@PinellasRepublicans.com
Charlotte Smith, Executive Director
administrator@PinellasRepublicans.com
Michael Broadus—Legal Counsel
Questions? Comments? Suggestions?
info@PinellasRepublicans.com

STATE PARTY OFFICIALS
Joe Gruters
Mark Phillips
Pam McAloon

Chairman-Republican Party of FL
State Committeeman
State Committeewoman

Attention PCREC Members:
RPOF County Model Constitution: Section 4—Removal for
Non-Attendance at County Executive Committee Meetings
(a) A county executive committee member who is absent for
three (3) consecutive regular meetings without a valid excuse
shall be removed from the County Executive committee as of
the date of the third consecutive missed meeting.

